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President’s Message for February 2021  

 

 

The MSC board met on January 11th and unanimously endorsed the following 2021 

Club Officers: Keith Wohltman, President; John Baker, Vice President and 

Secretary; and Chris Vines as Treasurer. The full roster of board members and 

event leaders can be viewed on the club website and at the end of this newsletter.  

Winter Fishing Time!  The cold fronts are bringing cooler temperatures for both the air and water.  

Our normally aggressive predator fish are lethargic and seeking warmer and deeper waters.  This 

usually changes our targeted species to those hardy winter visitors – like Pompano and 

Sheepshead.  Redfish and Snook can be found up in the inland rivers, bays, and creeks where 

they can find water warmed by the sun.  Be sure to plan your trips carefully when fishing these 

shallow waters as a falling tide can leave you high and dry. 

Unfortunately, the cold fronts also brought us Red Tide.  Discharges from Lake Okeechobee in 

December brought sufficient nutrients that fed the plant-like algae known as Karenia brevis, whose 

toxins cause both gastrointestinal and neurological problems when digested by fish.  The dead and 

dying fish can then causes problems for predators that feed on them.  What little bait fish we can 

find die quickly in the live wells on our boats. 

Many of us have seen the dead fish clogging up our canals and waterways and witnessed the large 

flocks of buzzards circling our island.  The windborne toxins also affect residents and vacationers 

alike.  The conditions were severe enough that we had to cancel our first backwater fishing event of 

the year. 

Conditions are improving, but until the waters in Lake O can be cleaned sufficiently to remove or 

limit the blue-green algae that combines with the nitrogen rich effluent in the lake discharge, we are 

likely to see future Red Tides. 

On the bright side, Covid vaccines have been available in extremely limited supplies for our first 

responders, front-line healthcare workers and those over the age of 65.  That “over 65” group 

contains a huge number of residents and visitors in SWFL at this time of year.  Many of us have 

traded fishing for the vaccine lottery. Securing an appointment seems to be as difficult as landing a 

150 lb. Tarpon on light tackle, and almost as stressful.  Slowly, members of the club have been 
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LEADER BOARD Updates as of January 
Get LEADER BOARD updates using the link below. 

Leader Board 

Fish of the Month (FOM) as of January 
Get FOM updates using the link below. 
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lucky enough to obtain an appointment and received their vaccinations.  As more and more gain 

the reported protection from Covid-19, we may be able to increase our social activities. 

MSC made some changes to the normal membership process this year to accommodate 

concerns related to Covid-19. We have extended the renewal period through the end of March 

and we will now accept application for membership throughout 2021.  The addition of the credit 

card payment option has streamlined the membership accounting process significantly.  We will 

also have a frequently updated member roster available on the website. 

The fishing event calendar was a bit sparse for January with only the Offshore Slam and Kayak 

group running.  February will bring the Sheepshead Tournament to give our backwater anglers an 

exciting and competitive event.  Please read about the event in this edition and sign up if you 

have not done so previously.  

The Kayak group will head out to Hell's Gate / Palm Bay – well out of Red Tide conditions.  If you 

want to learn more about this exciting way to fish and get closer to nature, please contact Howard 

Laskau. 

Unfortunately, the usual monthly Buddy Trip will once again be cancelled due to Covid. 

The Offshore Slam continues as does the reporting of your catches to Leaderboard and Fish of 

the Month. 

Building on the success of the January Cuban Themed Picnic, Dave Walsh and his crew will host 

the 16th annual FeBrewfest at Sarazen Park.  

Our February general meeting will be held via Zoom, but we are actively searching for a venue to 

hold an outdoor meeting where social distancing can be accommodated.  

I would like to extend a grateful “thank you” to Mike Larsen for 4 years as the Backwater 

Coordinator.  Mike sought to make the events both challenging and fun.  Mike will continue to be 

active in both backwater and kayak fishing and we expect to see his pictures with fish in future 

newsletters, whether fishing competitively in events, or just out enjoying a day on the water.  

If you can, get out and fish! 

February Fishing Quote. “If I fished only to capture fish, my fishing trips would have ended 
long ago.” - Zane Grey 
 
Tight Lines,  

Keith 
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Offshore Update – February 2021 
 

What’s Happening Offshore… 

 

The Red Grouper bite has been hot of late, get out while they are hungry.  We can only hope that the red tide moves 

on soon before more damage is done nearshore.  If you are heading out, do not stop for bait unless you are in clean 

water and put your livewell(s) on recirculate until you are in clean water.  The best fishing will usually occur on the 

better tide days and windows – use your solunar activity tables.  Remember Gag season is be closed, Snapper are 

being caught on wrecks and ledges, but the predators have been plentiful and hungry so…tight drags and reel real 

fast!  The cobia and permit should be back in a couple months, until then focus on catching your trophy grouper and 

snapper for the Offshore Slam.  Get out there and have some fun…and be safe. 

 

 

Offshore Events… 

 

Offshore Slam 2021 – The Offshore Slam is a full calendar year tournament so there is plenty of time to catch your 

Slam of Grouper, Snapper, Permit, and Cobia and win the trophy and some $$$.  We also have an award for the boat 

captain responsible for the most Offshore Slam fish entries.  This tournament will be the Offshore version of the highly 

successful Triple Crown tournament the Inshore guys enjoy.  The deadline to enter is June 30, 2021, but you cannot 

enter a fish caught before you enter, so sign up now before you catch that monster fish and wish you were entered!  

 

Super Grouper / Snapper April 2021 – We are planning the spring tournament for April, with the fishing window from 

Friday April 9 through Saturday April 17 (yes we added an extra day – Friday April 9 is a very good day on the solunar 

chart so we threw it in as a bonus).  

 

The event Flyers and Sign-up Sheets are included in this newsletter and posted on the MSC website.  Check them out 

and enter today! 

 

  

Other Important Stuff… 

 

Check out the photos below submitted by a couple of our offshore captains…also, read their stories in the Offshore 

Fishing Reports on the MSC website. 

 

Offshore Captains - don’t forget to send me your Offshore Fishing Reports and photos of any remarkable catches when 

you return from fishing! 

 

If you fish offshore and want to be added to our offshore email distribution, please send me a request via the link on the 

Offshore Fishing homepage and I will gladly add you to this exclusive team. 

 

If you have any ideas, or want to volunteer to help with offshore events, feel free to contact me anytime. 

 

Tight Lines! 

 

Jim 
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Update from the Editor 
February 2021 

 

My best wishes to everyone for a Happy New Year 2021.  It will be an interesting 
year as we work ourselves out of the COVID pandemic.   The recent weather has 
been very comfortable and cool, hopefully this will bring the Sheepshead in for our 
up coming tournament.  You will notice that this newsletter is smaller than usual 
due to event cancelation owing to Red Tide issues and some normal events not 
even scheduled due to the pandemic.  Things will get back to normal soon.  Also, 
the calendars have been replaced with a very brief “Coming Events” page.  This 
was done due to the frequent changes to the dates, times, and locations for the 
monthly fishing events.  Event flyers will still be in the newsletter but the place to 
get all the most recent and detailed information is the MSC website. 
 
There was a Water Advisory Committee meeting on the 21st.  The meeting involved 
a long discussion on the use of sewage effluent water.  Currently this water 
irrigates our golf courses, the landscaped medians along Collier Blvd. and some 
high-rise properties adjacent to Collier.  This “Re-Use” water is very low in 
dissolved nitrogen and has a minor effect on our waterways due to run off.  It was 
also reported that recent testing continued to show water quality improvement.  Our 
dryer weather is also helping to improve our waters.        
 
Final the much delayed consultants report detailing our water quality challenges 
and potential solutions is now scheduled to be delivered in May or June. 
 
If you wish to contact your editor my email is pfwanzenberg@yahoo.com.  Also, I 
am always looking for short “Fish-Tail” stories with pictures to be used in the 
Newsletter. 
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Coming Events 

 
February 

General Meeting with Leaderboard Awards expected to be via ZOOM on the 4th 
 

          Board of Directors Meeting on the 8th details on Website 

           

          Kayak Trip the 6th to Hell’s Gate/Palm Bay details on Website 

 

          Sheepshead Fishing Tournament see Flyer this Newsletter 

 

March 
          General Meeting with open agenda virtual or live TBD on the 4th 

 

          Board of Directors Meeting on the 8th 

 

          Naples Kids’ Fishing Clinic on the 6th, volunteers needed to help 

 

          Kayak Trip on the 13th to Everglades City details on Website 

 

          Baiting Beauties Tournament see Flyers this Newsletter 

 

          Sea Trout Spotacular Fishing Event see Flyer this Newsletter 

 

Be sure to check the MSC Website for the latest information regarding the noted 

Events. 

 



 



















 

 


