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Tackle Box – June 2020 

 

June… As we begin the month of June some things have improved for our club and some have not. Our June 

meeting scheduled for June 4th is cancelled as is the highly anticipated “Steak Picnic”. The beaches and boat 

ramps are open and that has created another set of concerns. Many of the East Coast boat ramps are closed 

or have reached their capacity early, and frustrated boaters make the trip across the state to inundate or local 

ramps. Captain Pete A. messaged me on Saturday of Memorial Weekend that Caxambas was out of shrimp 

early, and the ramp was closed. The lot was so full you could not enter. Cars and vehicles with trailers were parked all over 

Collier Blvd. This means our over-fished waters are even more crowded now than during season.  

 

These “Non-Local Boaters” have extraordinarily little knowledge of our waterways. Many run aground, or damage shallow water 

ecosystems.  Some are just idiots. For example, the father and daughter that Vic and Bobbie Ordija had to rescue when the 

kayakers overturned due to the wake of a large boat. The father was not wearing a life jacket and nearly drowned. The rescue 

put Vic and Bobbie in danger, not only from the rescue act, but exposing them to two strangers who might be carrying covid-19. 

What was more telling about these people was that they never even thought to thank Vic or Bobbie for their rescue. 

 

We are at the start of the rainy season and our “Lizard Slam” event was impacted by the wet weather on the scheduled fishing 

day.  Most of the anglers in that event fished on the Alternate Fishing Day.  Be sure to read the event report in this edition. 

May also saw the creation of a new fishing event – The “May Month-Long Fishing Event”. Yeah, we need a better name. 

However, 63 anglers signed-up for the event and all had fun time out on the water. It sure beat sitting in the house. Check out the 

event report in this edition. 

 

On a brighter note, the Marco Sportfishing Club Board approved a donation of $1,000 to the “Our Daily Bread” food pantry last 

month. In addition to the funds from the club, many members sent in personal donations, and we were able to generate close to 

$4,000 in total.  The food pantry was thankful for the generosity from the Club and its members.  

 

June is the start of the “Hurricane Season”. I know… like we needed another thing to worry about. Preparations for severe 

weather should commence now, while no storms are in the immediate forecast. Please take the time to get both your home and 

boat secured. Prepare an action plan in the event of a storm, including stockpiling essential survival supplies. Do this now! You 

all remember the shelves at the supermarkets at the end of March… can you imagine what they will be like when a storm 

threatens our area? 

 

Stay safe and healthy. 

 

June’s Fishing Quote: “The fun of fishing is catching 'em, not killing 'em.”               Norman Schwarzkopf 

 

Tight Lines! 

Keith 

 

 

http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/


 

 

 

LEADER BOARD Updates as of May 
Get LEADER BOARD updates using the link below. 

Link to LEADER BOARD 

 

Fish of the Month (FOM) as of May 
Get FOM updates using the link below. 

Link to Fish of the Month 

 

 

 

Offshore Report 

 
 

Offshore Update – June 2020 
 

First, what’s happening offshore - The permit and cobia have moved in and are 

abundant in our local waters.  The snapper spawn is on and this tends to make 

them very “cooperative” especially around the full moon – set up over structure or 

ledges where you are marking fishing and chum heavy.  The red grouper are 

moving to shallower water this time of year…of course they are not nearly as 

close as they were 10 years ago so we must adapt to this new normal, I say “100 

feet is the new 65”.  Get out there and have some fun…and be safe. 

 

Second, a quick update on offshore fishing events - The plan for this year was for 

3 events, the April Super Grouper / Snapper event was cancelled due to the 

virus.  Conditions permitting, I am planning to schedule two more events this 

year.  My thoughts right now are a multi species tournament mid-summer and 

Super Grouper / Snapper at year end.  Feedback is appreciated. 

 

Third, the website - With the great support of Ed Crane, we now have an 

http://marcosportfishingclub.com/LeaderBoardHome.htm
http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/FishOfMonth.htm


Offshore Fishing homepage linked to the MSC website.  It can be accessed by 

selecting the “Fishing Info” drop down menu at the top of every page of the MSC 

website, then selecting the “Offshore Fishing Information” option (it can also be 

found at the bottom of the “Hot Links” section of the MSC website home page).  

There is a menu of offshore fishing topics & information that you can access from 

the Offshore Fishing homepage such as the Offshore Fishing Reports and the 

Offshore Bragging Gallery (both highlighted below in more detail), as well as links 

to other existing offshore relevant club information and a few other links that are 

under construction (Offshore Events Calendar, Offshore Event Results, and 

Offshore Fishing Tips & Techniques).  Check this out… 

 

Offshore Fishing Reports - Reports received are being posted to this 

website and each time new reports are posted I am sending an email 

notice to the offshore team along with the link.  The reports are organized 

chronologically with the newest postings at the top.  Historic reports will 

remain on the site and can be viewed anytime as well.  Please keep the 

reports coming…in order to get, one must give! 

 

Offshore Bragging Gallery - There are a couple awesome videos and 

pictures posted, including two recent Whale Shark sightings and a shark 

feeding frenzy.  Keep sending pictures and videos of your exceptional and 

extraordinary catches (and sightings) and we will post them here. 

 

If you fish offshore and want to be added to our offshore email distribution, 

please send me a request via the link on the Offshore Fishing homepage and I 

will gladly add you to this exclusive team. 

 

Last, several offshore captains have reached out looking for a way to find crew 

and crew have reached out looking to meet captains.  One order of business will 

be to facilitate this process. 

 

If you have any ideas, or want to volunteer to help with offshore events, feel free 

to contact me anytime. 

 

Tight Lines! 

 

Jim 

 

 





 



 

Kayak Fishing at the  

Fakahatchee Strand State Park 

by Howard Laskau 

 
After postponing the last few months of MSC Kayak events due to bad 
weather and then COVID-19, I am happy to report that MSC Kayak Events 
are back on the schedule! 
 
6 MSC kayakers made the trip to Fakahatchee Strand State Park  (better 
known as The Basshole) on Tuesday, May 26th. After a few days of rain 
everyone was anxious and eager to get back out on the water. The bite was 
slow in the morning, but by late morning, things started to pick up. All the 
anglers started landing some small bass, and then John Baker caught a  
nice 19" bass (below left).  That fish put him on the 2020 Kayak Fishing 
Challenge Leaderboard, but he wasn't there for long. A little while later, 
Mike Larsen landed a 24.75 inch monster that he estimated weighed about 
10 pounds (below right). None of the MSC kayakers who have been 
coming to this venue for years can recall anyone catching a bass larger 
than the one that Mike caught. That fish was released back in the lake, so 
maybe it will grow to over 25" for the next person who catches it! 

 
In addition to the excitement over the big bass, Gary Costly reported 
catching a small (10") alligator. You never know what will be on the end of 
your line in these freshwater lakes! 
 
Kayaking is one of the few sports that allows you to truly practice social 
distancing. Check the MSC calendar and join us on one of our future 
outings! 

 

  



TRIPLE CROWN UPDATE 

 

The annual Triple Crown Fishing Tournament starts soon! 

Mail your check before June 25th to take advantage of the early sign-up discount. 

Pursue Redfish, Snook and Tarpon! Win big cash prizes! 

Register now for the 2020 Triple Crown Tournament! 

 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions and concerns you MUST MAIL YOUR 

REGISTRATION FEE to the club via U.S. Mail. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 

The tournament runs from July 1st to October 31st. 

The fee for registration is $20 if postmarked by June 25th. 

The fee for registration is $25 if postmarked June 26th to August 31st. 

No entries will be accepted after August 31st. 

 

Checks MUST be mailed to: 

Marco Sportfishing Club 

P.O. Box 2104 

Marco Island, FL  34146-2104 (not 34145) 

 

Additional Instructions 

1) Write “Triple Crown” in the note field on your check. 
2) Include a separate piece of paper with your contact information (e-mail and 

telephone number) if it is different than the contact information you provided for 
the annual MSC membership registration. 

 

You must sign up by sending a check to the MSC P.O. Box. Tournament 

registration will NOT be accepted any other way. 

 

A tournament flyer and complete rules are available online at 

http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com 

 

There will NOT be a tournament kickoff (captain’s) meeting this year, nor will 

registration be available if there is a June general meeting. 

 

Questions may be directed to Ronscriver2@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/


 

 

 

 

 

MSC Picture Page 

Ron Linn and John Baker fishing from 

Capt. Ed Adams boat – 60 miles offshore 

John Cavanagh Piloting 

Drone and Boat 

    John’s Whale Shark From Above 

  John’s Whale Shark From Below 

Guess who with what 

became aTripletail 

dinner? 



 

 

 

June 2020                                                                             Fish of the Month: Permit 

Date Event Information & Comments 

June 3 Steak Picnic  Cancelled 

June 4 General Meeting Offshore 

Panel Discussion 

Cancelled 

June 8 Board Meeting Via Teleconference 

June 17 Snooky-Hooky Captains 

Meeting 

Cancelled 

June 18 Snooky-Hooky Fishing Day See Flyer this Newsletter 

June 19 Snookey-Hooky Alt. Day  

June 25 Kayak Trip Shell Island Road See Website for Details 

 All Meetings and Events Are 

Pending CDC Guidelines 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 
 



August 2020                                                      Fish of the Month: Yellowtail Snapper 

Date Event Information & Comments 

All Month Triple Crown Tournament See Write-up this Newsletter 

August 6 MSC General Meeting Information to Follow 

August 7 Kayak Trip Lover’s Key See Website for Details 

August 10 MSC Board Meeting Details to Follow 

August ?? Summer Picnic  

August ?? No Bait Captains Meeting  

August ?? No Bait Fishing Day  

August ?? No Bait Alt. Fishing Day  

 Offshore Event  

 All the Above are in the   

 Planning Details to Follow  

   

 

July 2020                                                          Fish of the Month: Mangrove Snapper 

Date Event Information & Comments 

July 1 Triple Crown Starts See Write Up This Newsletter 

July 2 General Meeting Theme 

“Shark” 

Information to Follow 

July 6 Board Meeting Information to Follow 

July 7 Kayak Trip East River Pending COVID 19 Status 

 Offshore Event See Write-up This Newsletter 

July 21st thru 

23rd 

Man Bites Shark Fishing 

Event 

Save the Dates!!! 

 Man Bites Shark Eating Event Information to Follow 

   

 All Meetings and Events  

 Pending CDC Guidelines  

   

   

 



 

 
Update from the Editor 

MAY 2020 
 

 
 

 
 
Summer is almost here and things are looking up.  More venues are  
Open and the Club is having more events.  Eventually, there will be 
a General Meeting again!! 
 
Reading the following essay gives one inspiration for “Fishing” and other 
matters as well.  I too am confident that God will take care of Nature 
as well as us Humans. 
 
I should get back to Water Quality issues next month as Marco’s 
testing ramps up.   
 
Stay safe and positive, and follow all the guidelines FWC/CDC. 
 
  
If you have any comments or wish to submit a photo with a short 

“fishtale”, I can be reached at pfwanzenberg@yahoo.com.  
 

 



God Nature 
 

Exerts from an outdoorsman during the Corona virus 

May 2020 

 

Not too long ago Southwest Florida was having a marine epidemic.  Fish 

and marine animals were fighting for their life.  They were being deprived 

of oxygen and dying by the thousands because of Red Tide.  Dead fish 

washed up on our beaches and floated in our canals.  I remembered how 

sad it was to see decaying sea turtles floating in our bays and canals.  Life 

in the sea was miserable!  We now have the reverse situation.  Humans 

are dealing with the Corona virus pandemic. They say people die from it 

because the virus attacks the lungs and deprive the body of oxygen and 

people are dying by the thousands.  I now know how the fish felt during 

their epidemic.   

  

Over the past two months, I have seen a remarkable turn-around in 

marine life near Marco Island.  Every morning, I venture out in my boat 

before sun-rise for my daily fix of fishing as I enjoy the rising sun in the 

morning sky.  Seeing the abundance of sea life over the past weeks has 

given me hope that marine life have bounced back from their setback.  

Mother Nature has a strange way of telling us who is in control.  I never 

thought the word “Mother” was the right adjective to put in front of Nature.  

No gender of animal justifies the power and beauty of Nature.  Only its 

creator should be entitled to hold that position.  God Nature is a better fit!   

It may be many months before life has any normalcy in our daily lives. I 

don’t know what’s in God’s plan, but his presence is all around us.   He 

has protected us in the past and with God’s grace He will protect us in the 

future. 

  

Marco Sportsfishing Club Member 

  

 
 

 

  





















 

 


